December 7, 2025

Week 14 — THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT, PART 4 (Mt 6:19-34, pp. 107-113)

The Sermon on the Mount is one of the most famous “sermons” that
Jesus delivers. In the sermon, Jesus teaches about the Kingdom of
Heaven. The sermon goes from Matthew 5 through Matthew 7.

In Part 1 of the Sermon we read the “Beatitudes” and learned about the
true nature of BLESSING. In Part 2, we read about God’s Law and its
fulfillment in Christ. In Part 3, we learned about the proper practice of
Giving, Praying and Fasting.

Today in Part 4 of the Sermon, Jesus leans more deeply into the topic of
our relationship to money and possessions.

Which commandments deal with money and possessions?

Why does God speak to us so frequently about our relationship to
money and possession? What is the relationship between faith (our
relationship with God) and money / possessions?

According to Jesus, how can a focus on money and possessions cause
us anxiety and fear?

According to CFM, p 109, “For most of us, our possessions are at the
forefront of our minds almost all the time, even if we don’t realize it.”
Does this statement ring true? Why or why not?

How would God have us do with our “possessions?”

How did Jesus exemplify this rightly ordered relationship to
“possessions?”

Meditate on the “emptying” of Jesus for you. What did Christ give up for
your sake?

In the parable of the Rich Young Ruler (Luke 18), Jesus tells the man to
sell all he has, give it to the poor, and follow Him. Is Jesus serious? Is this
hyperbole? What is Jesus saying here and why? (compare this with the
earlier statements in the sermon about eyes and limbs causing us to sin)

What does our lust for riches tell us about our spiritual life?

Why and how do we make giving our possession to God and His church
so hard?

How does a right relationship with our possessions (i.e. giving them
back to God for His use) actually reduce our anxiety and fear?

Consider the financial situation of our congregation. How does this
reflect on and affect the financial and spiritual situation of the
members?

For Next Time:

Week 15 — THE SERMON on the MOUNT, PART 5 (Mt 7:1-14, pp. 115-121)



