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PSALM 46 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
 

Therefore, we 

 will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of 

the sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

Selah There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the 

Most High. God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when 

morning dawns. The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah Come, behold the works 

of the Lord, how he has brought desolations on the earth. He makes wars cease to the end 

of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. “Be 

still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 

earth!” 

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah. 

 

about:blank
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2 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TODAY  
TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

At the beginning of the service all are asked to sign the attendance card located in the pew racks and place them in the 
offering plate during the collection.  So that we may better serve you and send you more information, guests, please print 

your address and telephone number on this card. Acknowledgments 
Creative Worship, created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. Unless otherwise indicated, 

Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, 
a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  

THIS WEEK AT FAITH 
 

Elder on Duty 7/6/2025 7/13/2025 7/20/2025 7/27/2025 

9:30 am 
Worship 

Vinny Caracci 

Tim Lambert 

Steve Buchtrup 

Russ Couch  

 

Bill Smith  

Ward Irvin 

 

Tim Lambert 

Ron Shultheiss 

      Readers 7/6/2025 7/13/2025 7/20/2025 7/27/2025 

9:30 am Danette Smith Russ Couch Brennan Lambert David Barnett 

WE BELIEVE GOD’S WORD… ON THE LORD’S SUPPER 

We believe that in the Sacrament of Holy Communion Christ gives His true body and blood under the form of 
bread and wine for the assurance of the forgiveness of sins. We believe Jesus is truly present in the Sacrament, 
and as we come in faith to receive it, we receive Him. The Bible teaches that those who eat without 
recognizing the Lord's body, eat and drink judgment on themselves (I Corinthians 11:27-29). Those baptized 
and believing Christians who share our confession of faith are welcome guests at the Altar. The Pastor would 
be glad to answer any questions relating to our faith or practice. Anyone not confirmed or communing is 
welcome to come and receive a blessing.  

Also Happening This Week  
Tuesday, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Create in Me - Ladies’ Crafts 

Our Discipleship in the past weeks: 

Worship 7/6/2025 7/13/2025 7/20/2025 7/27/2025 

9:30 am 142/137 98/89 110/106  

Sunday School 34 18 22  

Monthly Budget $52,300 $52,300 $52,300 $52,300 

Weekly Giving $21,145 $5,689 $8,307 $ 

On-Line Giving $3,839 N/A N/A N/A 

Giving MTD $24,984 $30,673 $38,980 $ 
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AS WE GATHER 

God’s Word instructs us to stay connected to Christ. We experience that connection as we 
gather to hear God’s Word, dine at our Lord’s Table, and pray persistent, bold prayers for 
ourselves, our neighbors, communities, and world. Today we hear Abraham pleading with God 
on behalf of Sodom and Gomorrah. We hear Jesus teaching His disciples to pray. Jesus then 
illustrates the power of bold, persistent prayer and affirms the goodness of the One who hears 
our prayers. “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper 
time” (1 Timothy 2:5–6). 

 

Opening Hymn                                        Rock of Ages                                                    LSB 761 
 

1. Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee; 
Let the water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed, 
Be of sin the double cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 

 

2. Not the labors of my hands Can fulfill Thy Law’s demands; 
Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

 

3. Nothing in my hand I bring; Simply to Thy cross I cling. 
Naked, come to Thee for dress; Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 

Foul, I to the fountain fly; Wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 

4. While I draw this fleeting breath, When mine eyelids close in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, See Thee on Thy judgment throne, 

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee. 
 

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you. 
The Mighty One, God the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to 
its setting. Our God comes; He does not keep silence; before Him is a devouring fire, around 
Him a mighty tempest. 
Jesus says, “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 
be done for you.” 
He calls to the heavens above and to the earth, that He may judge His people. 
The apostle Paul writes, “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” 
God says, “Gather to Me My faithful ones, who made a covenant with Me by sacrifice!” 
Jesus said, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and 
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bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in My name, 
He may give it to you.” 
“Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High, and call 
upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.” 
Pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Most merciful God, 
we call upon You because we are troubled by our sins—our sinful thoughts, words, and 
actions. We are equally troubled by those times when we have failed to act or speak up. 
Forgive us for the sake of Jesus, who delivered us through His perfect life, death, and 
resurrection so that we may glorify You with our lives. 
Our God hears our prayers for mercy and graciously forgives our sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. Go in peace. Amen. 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, Your grace and mercy have strengthened Your people throughout the ages 
and emboldened them to come before You in all circumstances. Strengthen our faith and 
confidence so that we come to You boldly, consistently, and persistently; through Jesus Christ 
with whom You rule and reign with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                                         Genesis 18:17–33 

The Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, seeing that Abraham shall 
surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in 
him? For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to 
keep the way of the Lord by doing righteousness and justice, so that the Lord may bring to 
Abraham what he has promised him.” Then the Lord said, “Because the outcry against Sodom 
and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, I will go down to see whether they have 
done altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know.” So the 
men turned from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the Lord. 
Then Abraham drew near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the 
wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you then sweep away the place 
and not spare it for the fifty righteous who are in it? Far be it from you to do such a thing, to 
put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be 
that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” And the Lord said, “If I find 
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at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” Abraham 
answered and said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and 
ashes. Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking. Will you destroy the whole city for lack of 
five?” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” Again he spoke to him and 
said, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 
Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” 
He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to 
speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I 
will not destroy it.” Then he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak again but this 
once. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 
And the Lord went his way, when he had finished speaking to Abraham, and Abraham 
returned to his place.  
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING                                                                                                     Colossians 2:6–19 

Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. See to it that no 
one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, 
according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. For in him the 
whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all 
rule and authority. In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, 
by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him 
in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of 
God, who raised him from the dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This 
he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 
open shame, by triumphing over them in him. Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in 
questions of food and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are 
a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ. Let no one disqualify you, 
insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up 
without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole 
body, nourished and knit together through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is 
from God.  
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                               Luke 11:1–13 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
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Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to 
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” And he said to them, “When you 
pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And 
lead us not into temptation.” And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to 
him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived 
on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; and he will answer from within, ‘Do not 
bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give 
you anything’? I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his 
friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. And I tell 
you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you.  For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks 
it will be opened.  What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give 
him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                      What A Friend We Have In Jesus                                          LSB 770 
 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry  Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
All because we do not carry Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 

2. Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness—Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3. Are we weak and heavy laden, Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge—Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a solace there. 

 
 

SERMON                                       Teach Us to Pray                                         PASTOR JOE LECKE 

Thank you, Pastor Lecke, for being with us and sharing the Lord’s Word! 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of  
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.   
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 
the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 COLLECTION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS  
PREFACE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen. 
Please take a moment and share the Peace of the Lord with those around you. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS                God Loved The World So That He Gave                                        LSB 571 

1. God loved the world so that He gave His only Son the lost to save, 
That all who would in Him believe Should everlasting life receive. 

 

2. Christ Jesus is the ground of faith, Who was made flesh and suffered death; 
All then who trust in Him alone Are built on this chief cornerstone. 

 

3. God would not have the sinner die; His Son with saving grace is nigh; 
His Spirit in the Word declares How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

 

4. Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son Forgives all sins which you have done; 
And, justified by Jesus’ blood, Your Baptism grants the highest good. 

 

5. If you are sick, if death is near, This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

 6. Glory to God the Father, Son, And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 
To You, O blessèd Trinity, Be praise now and eternally! 
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Beautiful Savior                                                                                                                                LSB 537 

1. Beautiful Savior, King of creation, Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

2. Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 

 

3. Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, Bright the sparkling stars on high;  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer Than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4. Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, Son of God and Son of Man! 
    Glory and honor, Praise, adoration Now and forevermore be Thine! 

 

DISMISSAL AND POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  
Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                         On What Has Now Been Sown                                                   LSB 921 

1. On what has now been sown Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 
The pow’r is Thine alone To make it sprout and grow. 

Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 
 

2. To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow’rs; 
Accept what is Thine own And pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, And to Thy Word a blessing give. 
 

3. O grant that each of us, Now met before Thee here, 
May meet together thus When Thou and Thine appear 

And follow Thee to heav’n, our home. E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 


